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Before the Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D. C. 20554

In Re: Docket 17-106 (Main Studio)

Reply Comments of R. Morgan Burrow Jr.

. R. Morgan Burrow Jr. is a professional engineer regularly self employed

in telecommunications practice, interference resolution, and associated
areas.

Mr. Burrow’s qualifications are known to the Federal Communications
Commission for over 50 years, both as a amateur radio licensee
(W3MAB and previous call signs), and having prepared numerous
applications for media clients pursuant to FCC regulations.

The requirement for a fully functional “main studio” as such, located
within the community of license, is outdated. There are numerous
program delivery options available, both wired and wireless. A “main
studio” as defined by present regulations, requiring a functional
console, microphones, media playback options, etc. is obsolete. There
is enough digital “horsepower” in a smart phone to originate
programming, use a wired or wireless data link to transmit the program
data to the transmitter, and perhaps monitor the transmitter operation
simultaneously from anywhere a suitable data connection is available.

A rarely-used “main studio” as defined by the present rules is a waste
of resources, money, and time. There are better program origination
and delivery options available now, even in emergencies. Hard-wired
equalized program phone circuits are a thing of the past; most phone
companies no longer support them. The “internet of things” certainly
applies to program delivery options.

Deleting the present “main studio” rule should not imply or suggest that
licensees abandon the communities stations are licensed to. This
appears to happen more and more as some stations abandon service to
their communities in lieu of automated or satellite delivered
programming from very distant locations. (See attachments from a
local newspaper, collected over time.) Unfortunately, the 1996
Telecommunications Act permitted massive consolidation of station
ownership, and simultaneously threw most public service obligations
out the window. Not surprising when “wolves protect the hen house”.



6. It has been said “the most outstanding feature of the radio or TV is the
OFF switch”. The former FCC commissioner Newton Minow compared
television to a “wasteland” in 1962. Crappy automated or poor quality
programming will drive away listeners. More of my radio listening is
below 92.1 MHz. There are some live, good quality programming on AM
in my travels. Diversity of sources (e.g. Sirius XM, internet services,
“burning” CD’s at home, etc.) opens traditional radio to competition.
The quality of radio needs to be there for listeners to stay tuned. If |
want to listen to automation, | will “burn” my own CD’s to enjoy, minus
the advertising.

The main studio rule should be modified. The requirement to maintain a toll
free telephone number to the station offices/studio should be retained. Some
of us still have landlines and/or less than optimum wireless plans. Public
service requirements, public file, and access requirements should be retained.

0 b ).

R. Morgan Burrow Jr.
2439 French Creek Road
Everett PA 15537
rmburrow@frontier.com
17 July 2017
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Spring Cove asks state to drop funding contractor

BY Ryax Brows “The last two years, our funding through access is tremendously expenses incurred for special-needs
sarown@gtoonsrimecom reduced. A lot of It, we belleve, s due to dysfunction of the vendor e, ¥ten 2 disrict sponds

R SPRING — o

ROARING — Spring the state has sefected.” ) hﬂm,,gm,mm“;,mﬁ,wmmm
Sﬁ'l]ﬂl " officials can compenss
cmtrmhaw me mg:nmmxn; _ Spring Cove School District Supertatendent Robert Vadelia  through the program.
program, joining. districts across But with the P«hyc
the state that claim they've been Vﬂammg@mm %m © mﬁm&ﬂ? Gmuphsthemuseonnﬁzn;
stifferd for millions of dellars in Gahigan expressed deep distrust in are compelled to express our -Based ccess Schoals across
i grave concery with the currett sends Medicaid, money p-ymmmmu of delayed and reduced

recent years. the Puhlic Cansulting Group, a con- with t con- Program
It a lttet apyroved by the school tractor hired by the state to distrib- tracted provider,” they wrote toTed through the state and to'schoals,
board,  Superintendent Robert ute money from a federal Dallas, acting secretary of the state compensgting them for medical See Funding/Page AT
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(Contlnued from Page A1) WRTA-AM mmed
Punger o | VOICES Of the radio waves | o Saor o o s
cles, a different technlgque for | «gack then, if you were a D), you were a celebrity.” — | several
encoding the information in favar of a talk format, local
onto the radio wave, and Rogor Corey, pow with WER! - | and national.
each M station was given “Corporate wants to cut back on costs and overhead, “The appetite for local
‘much more bandwidth, a: pep:g:e get ;»:.emmout meddoor EEC‘?"‘WB‘; ‘have sponsors has waned,” Barger
put machines rather anpal peop in the studio.” — | said. “]
allowing FM stations to S e oartaime ;elvmmlem
100 in 1ts transmis- | “We've heard that (dead) over the years, but we are have the money. They didn't
!Wmnﬁyd e alive gnd Kicking. u( oom;s down loyendaptabili\y.'— ‘want to be part of a football
focusingon | K.C. 0'Day, program director at WALY-FM )
news/talk and other formats WIRN-AM continues to
while FM focused on music Tyrone Area High
formats, Jackson plcks headlines from the (DJs), but today it is acombi  School foothall and selected
For many years, WFBG set M.\ncrmnewspspasmd nation of Live DJs and what i Tyrone and Bellwood-Antis
the standard for ratings on volcetracking, &
the lacal AM dial “Itisjusthesdlmenews practice of a DJ pre-recording  games and will carry the
 “Things were phenomensl  how, nldBitheﬂ,afaw his show combined with Pirates for the 80th consecu-
mthem;ﬂw%mml newsman at % and tive year, Simpson
forever,” sai 'ﬂmmmnmmmnmy other elements to produce a stressed
DiAndrea, who worked at an the radio any more, You that sounds likea Adaptbility
WFBG-AMandspent3  used to have sound bites with Live onair shitt 'To continue to prosper,
PR W IR vy e B
* ime, ings or went voi "
and WRTA were or aocident and got said ‘lisdonearossthe  DaVies said. Each Forever
‘Then Will Ketner sold bites. You had sound with 90 country, ItisaliveDJ who  Station deslgns its
WVAM to Detny Bixlerand  percent of your staies. The the ming for a different audience.
Randy Birdsall, and they got became agpodprodict [ doest WRTA provides its
tntorockand roll Theyhad  you didn't have time for local product hour talks block (9.m.to
Dis, and the makes it possihlefor us fobe 7000 on weekdays.
fight was on. We were always ~ Charlie Weston servesas  more efficient with the hours the changes, some
. ing for rati 08e and newsdirector  our people work. The average Delieve the firture oflocal
were the days for , WFBGAMand WVAM.  listener can'ttell the differ- 1210 is bright
E Wewereall playingrockand  AM_ His duties include “There is no reeson ot to
roll. K you got a breaking Ing news headlines. , McKay does alocal  De posttive,” said Jodo, morn
‘record, you were “News in gensral has radio show — from Montans. y on WFGY-
to listen to.” ‘There are not as Iackson wondered f the *We need to cater to the
Roger Carey, a 45-year vet-  many people,” he said. future will include even more Radiois
eanofthe bcalairwaves  wehavean locally-driven shows and per. freesocialmedia Aslngas
and now an air personalttyat WTAJTV. They donews: — like Sean Mciay We entertain, keep their
FM, remembers those  castsand weather forus.”  —and usic. attention and provide iror-
days,as radlo’ “TWouldnotbesurprised if Metion, thore is noreeson
B "The grest radio wars in stations ahe ot .
Altoona WFBGand  Advanced has and try to culti- program director for
WVAM Insted until the mid- i ﬂ%ﬁ? te Jocal wm%“%ﬁh'
19706," be said, “Back then, if ue following,” he said, “If say is
you alJ,youwerea  tochange in the future. For mxuﬂommmm dead. It has changed from FM
celebrity. Iwasatthetallend example, McKay with Internet radi airways to live
of ft It wasfim, Radiowas ~ Works in Montana st KSEN-  playing music, t will facean  Peopie listen to the radio on
ia, AM but at uphill battle since their {Phones and their com-
n WKMCAM in 2011 aspartof  padio is much iz Puters o
those days, radio was social able” via Facebook and other social
media. You connected allows him to “stream” a media It has »
peopie in the local cormmuni-  show Withat bei Employee casualties “We've heard that (dead)
ty for free.” David Barger, presidentof ~ The wseof voice tracking ~ over but weare
Dave Bithell, who worked ~ Sounds Good. which  and other recorded programs  alive and kicking,” O'Day
primardly as a newscaster operates WRTA-AM, WKMC-  enables radiostations toget  said. “It comes down to adapt-
and pc in oo AM, WBXQFM and WBRX- bjwhhﬁewu'peq:hlnu& ahility” -
radio for 38 years unt , believes eml time employees such.
said ol 2008 is Dommﬂmxdneonm Community goodwith
was “cut throat.” “We don't know what radio and Joyce Wood and severs) | While there have been
“Youhad to be at your best  Willlook 1ike in 20 yoars, & part-time employees recently Changestotheanalr
every day,” Bithell even if 1t will be called radio,” left Forever. . approach, local pride
“There wore somanygood e said “We embrace stream-  “There are changes in themselves in their contin-
. stations, Ft was fim. Iloved  ing We were the firstbroad- ~ every business,” Farever and
: going to wark every day. I outgide of| Market General Managey  the exposure they provide to
2015 CHEVY my % X to do streaming. We were Dave Davies said. “Our busi-  0onprofitevents.
& Rl o days that 1 Gyt doing it when people did't nessispodifrent hanany ~Local ratio is as strong as
yentiomio 'E\;-ymn?k stations ; et ::ﬁhy“mmm »
b one of our reasons.
e memiehi el | D
ome, page theapp to g
and DiAndrealsnot to M a you  to Jim Price, who did his “W‘i{.'?"“””‘ﬁ%‘fm
on today’s industry.  are. That type tedmolug Grown Rocker Show  serve the public. We
“] think twill donothing s being broedly installed in  on Sunday nights on WRKY-  above all, absotutely sincere,”
but go down hill,” he said. “Tt autnsmpeqﬂeunlmmm FMand was oneof the part:  Strupson said.
will be all mechanized inthe  what they want. time casualtics. service will aiways.
next couple of years. All sta- The Walkman, Discrnan, “ was informed that they  be a goal for the Forever and
tons are fust worrled - Good Media stations.
‘money. The advertis- “] are
ers see this and wonder i coming to me to suggest what
is any audience left” they can do to raise mare
Others are more optimistic. money. We will be more
are many people in the community
who are ready to start the in 10 years than we are now,”
chant,” WIRN-AM Davies sald.
owner Cary Simpson said. For example, WALY
“Those who find Warmth fust completed its
worthwhile to listen to won't
dropoff. It is our job tofind “We have raised tens of
listeners’ needs and focus an of dollars over the
" years, We take 200 children a
e SR,
e have at
2015 CHEVY e R e igrowsoneo e
population still listens to tra- we are -
MALIBU tonal o each ek, ey it
Jackson said. “We promote drug and
“However, 8 more new aloohalfree
cars have Pandora and other we've been. itovera
Internet radio apps built in, decade. We go to 10 to 12 high
Tocal radio will face more a yoar to talk to Kids,
i wemgﬂﬂm&cemfwe
» beforesnd promote having a
Jackson sald. “In big cities safe " said.
with long comrint Barger said his stations
people still like to get the traf- wark with hundreds of non-
fic and weather profit organizations.
e, b b
source comm- . We
: . domgwseewhanhey final dectsion has not bean ;vﬂnhﬂte’rl;edommhhod
on radio, want. We can program ives, Two years agp, there
‘however, have alsochanged  listeners befter if we listento ~_“We are stilladdressing the  were 400 diffevent. i
fly over the years. Y ility of high schoal tions that we helped. We pro-
‘At one time, local radio sports,” he said. “It is still vide free promeotion to them
tions had a dedicated news  how radio is deli ” for things like hoagie salos
reporter, maybeevenamini- Corey sald “Tt is like social Forever willcontinueto  and fundraisers,” Barger
staff, and some even had 15- an ant » ‘broadeagts of
‘minute local newscasts. Now, ology, Plitsturgh Pirates, Altoona  “We want to be good stew-
2015 CHEVY full-time radio in fewer full Curve, Pittsburgh Steelers,  ards of the broadcast time
news reparters in town, and Penguins and want to make sure

EQUINOX awo s

SAVE
THOUSANDS!!!

814-942 2222
866-492-4222

commu-

they are serving the
nity.”

101 Pleasant Valley Bivd
ltoona. PA
www.deanpattersongm.com




INSIDE TODAY! i+

Dedica'ted toall who are

servmg or have served in
all branches of the military. | J;:

mlv/“

N0l

27 g N =

. Details: »:

i A%

(v o

9467480 n Web: www.sltoonamirror.com

INSIDE TODAY!

Blair Business

@ © Copyright 2014

TUESDAY

November 11, 2014

City manager: Raise taxes by 6.3 mills

Council remains split on proposal

By Wiuiam KisLer
bidbler@aRoonamirror.com

Interim City Manager Peter
Marshall on Monday proposed a
2015 budget calling for a pmperty
tax hike of 6.3 mills and an addi-

dunxltsinpermmﬁxmmhuﬂd
up a col

t's not cleer whether a City
Cmmml will

cmlnulmen “Unless you want to
de backwards, you have to raise
revenue
Raising the contingency reserve
to $3.1 million, coupled with a
$1 million operating surplus by
the end of next year would be nice,
according to Councilman Bruce
Kelley.

But be couldn’t “in good con-
science” add five mills of property
tax just to swell the reserve, when
that means no additional police,
firefighters, street workers or
code officers, Kelley said.

By contrast, Councilman
Michae] Haire would likely follow
the Marshall plan, “the fiscally

approve the
as a tentative budget on

"You're in a hole,” Marshall told

sound thing,” with the potential to
beautify the city to make it attrac-
tive for job-crmtmg business

development, he
“But pullucally can you sell {t?”
Haire agked
He'd be wxllmg to talk about a
50-50 compromise.
See Taxes/Page A3

Blair
weighs
tax hike

Early budget shows
2.5-mill increase,
$2.26 million deficit

By Eay STerumNs
r.com
HOLLIDAYSBURG —° Blair
commissioners 3

increase in
taxesandnl‘lmmﬂmn

‘The county has enough meney in
W 0 to reduce ar eliminate

2016

New tax calculations won't be
ready for use until 2017, based on
the reassessment's timetable.

jections, based on information he
collected from department heads
and elected officials. At that
meeting, commissioners
reviewed budgetary changes
between 2014 and 2015, including
ones showing an increase of
81(1) 000 or more.

The largest came in at $741,924
for hospitalization, putting that
expense at $6.16 million in 2015. A
year ago, county budget esti-
mated 2014's hospitalization
wuuld $5.8 million, but spend-

projections show it coming in
\mder budget, at $5.4 million.

See Budget/Page A4

WORK GETS UNDER WAY

‘Mirror phata by Patrick Waksmuneid
cott Hite (left) and Barry Gummo of BCS Construction of Altoona
begin renovation on the main entrance to the Blair County

Courthouse on Allegheny Street in Hollidaysburg on Monday.

Prison’s closing to force sewer rate increase

Cresson’s closing is more expen- But at a Monday meeting,

Residents could

sive than borough officials origi- council President Joseph Pupo
pay $20 10 $25  nany thought. sai that number i going o be
Last month, Cresson Borough higher if nothing is done.
more per month officials said residents could “If we go by what the mhuli!
expect sewer bills to increase willing to pay .. it could
Br -v CrrNwTICH bervev?en $5 and $14 a month, increaseevery customer’s sewer
kcemetich@aRoonamirror.com with the prison no longer hil}' between $20 and $25" month-
CRESSON — The impact of the around to pay its share of the 1y.”he safd.
State Correctional Institute at bills. See Rates/Pago A2

Forever
ending
scholastic
coverage

Basketbail off
radio for winter;
football in fimbo

BY WALT FRANK
wiranik@aitoonamirror.com

Charlie Weston has been broad-
casting local high school sports
for 33 years,

He isn’t ready for that to end.

At the conclusion of Friday

's broadcast of the Altoona

Forevet Broadmtmg
General Manager Dave Dlvlu
decision has

not to broadcast high
ketball this winter, but
the door hasn't been closed oh
broadcasting football games next

AlmonaAm Hllh School
football games on WFBG-AM and
Buhop Guilﬁuyle Catholic games

ln past yaan Forever would
mrry mm of the Altoona
ﬁn ys and girls,

andadd Bisl Gmlfoyle Cat.bolu:
gamee once the playofis started,

Weston said.

‘The decision to eliminate high
ﬁhon sports coverage is a matter

omics.

“We have lost money on high
school sports for the last several
years,” Davies said. “High school
sports is an expense for us. It has
to stand on its own when it coines
to a business model. Advertising
revenue on high school sports
‘hasn't been there. We have seen a
:lteady decline over the past sever-

year:

Broadcast quality also has been
an issue at times.

“At some of the away games,
Charlie has been doing the games
via cellphone,” Davies said.

See Limbo/Page A4

EwMomluy Now-December 15
6pm - JCRenney Court

7722910 lusﬂm .
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BUDGET: Plan under review

(Continned from Page A1)

Kuntz said he projected a 12
increase in the renewal @

-, -premium, but commissioners
-, indicated a willingness to con-

sports
. expense and s not profitable

Apareaanians

,” sider plans other than the one
thewunty}msvnﬂlﬁmhmrk

UPMC insurance might be an
Ullfl}m Commissioner Diane
Meling

8
Kuntz  sald - that the
Community Blue plan from
be another.
Butatﬂ\lsﬁme Kuntz said he

Man gets up to 30 years
The Associsted Press Jury selection was to
could only make an estimate | WILKES.BARRE — A begin Wednesday in
because firm figures won't be | man has been sentenced Afello’s homicide trial.
ailable until closer to the pali- | to 15 to 30 years after Hisattorney said earlier
cy's renewal date. pleading guilty to third- that he planned a men-
Commissioners are expected | degree murder in the tal infirmity defense.
to continue the budg- temb ofﬁga lsfhoot llled sl:id he R
et proposal and meet again at 10 | ing wife. ki 47-year-old Jane
am. Thursday at the court- Forty-nine-year-old Aiello in their Wilkes- GUARARTEED
. d VltoedAleﬂo vas_sen- Bmarre home beforenu:]li "::E“ PRicInG:
for intro- | tenc immediately ing the gun on hims : FINANCING
Gy chrle e °f,“dm after entering the plea in a failed suicide AVAILASLE
Tuesday Monday in Luzerne attempt. Authorities -
e | County Court as part of said she had filed for
Mirror Staff Writer Kay an agreement with pros-  divorce two weeks earli-
Stephens is at 3467456, ecutors. er.

‘LIMBO:
“High school
sports not
profitable

(Continued from Page A1)
“There are no facilities

“High school is an
+ for us to keep going o with
the same modal we have.”
Weston and Davies said
they are talking about find-
ing a way to continue the

Weston said he would con-
sider setting up his own web-
. site to broadcast the games
+ over the Internet but would

* want Forever's blessing to do

50,
“The communication lines
are open as far as next year's
school foothall,” Davies

Shoplifting suspect
wanted in Virginia
captured in Bellwood

Man says his car
broke down on w:
to court date

A Bellwood man
behind bars awaitini
extradition to Virginia

of 31:;“3. ].\f-ii;:t St. was
arrai y night on
myriad charges ranging into cust
from burglary and flight to
avnld apprebension to
g arrest and terror-
uncthreatsamﬂwfouxht
with Bellwood police, state
police and Blair County ing
sheriffs deputies who
ied to take him into cus-
tody on an out-of-state
arvest warrant, according §
to court records.
Bellwood police arrived
at Buckmaster's home
Thursday night to serve
the warrant, one that
Virginia authorities filed
after Buckmaster failed to
appear in a Virginia court
on Wednesday.

initidlly
cooperated with officers,
but after gathering medica-
* tion he needed before head- Wednesday.
ing to Blair County Prison,
blurted out an
expletive and said, “Ynu
will have to shoot me,”
‘before he fled out the back
door of his housg, police
noted in his arrest papets.
Bellwood officers umsuc-
cesgfully tried to hit
Buckmaster with a Taser,
and he jumped a fence and
ran down an alley. State
polweand sheriff’s deputies
joined in the search for

District Court on Friday”
for a pi hearing
on those charges.

'l'hey are not obligated !o
school sports.
'ﬂleydoltiﬂthinthe’irhest
interest,” Davies said.
Weston said he would be
extremely disappointed if a
way isn't found to continue
with the Jocal broadcasts,
“It is just not a change 1 am
ready for,” he said. “J won't
bedoing this forever. I will be
65 next year, but T would like
to be the one who decides
when to stop doing it.”

We Make House Calls

W“M_aivmdv-'lhn‘lb:

Getring the most out of life isn’t atways easy.
Following an injury or illness, you or a loved
one may nhot receive the right amount of
specialized care and rehabilitation. We can help
maximize your recovery to get you back to the
rewards of a full, active lifastyle.

* Inpatient Hospital
« Day Hespital
« Qutpatient Programs

For  FREE “House Call” and rehabilitation evaluation of
your cirtumstance or more information, please call
(814) 941-3230 or (800) 873-4220

We con admit directly from your homs, You de net heve to be

in e hospitel for thrus (3] duys in erder te be admitied to
HEALTMSOUTH Rehabilitation Hespitel of Altoons.

Five Joint Commission
Certifications in Stroke,
Brain Injury, Spinal Injury,
Cardiac & Orthopedics.

-

EVERV CHILD DESERVES A LITME CNQsSTM

——
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Edward W. Krager, Publisher
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QUESTIONS ON THE OPINION MGE. CALL 946-7527
or email

OUR VIEW

Easter brings
time of hope,
assurance

It's Easter.

Today, Christians will attend church in
praise of God and his victory over death through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Many will attend sunrise services because it
was at sunrise that the women who followed
Jesus found the tomb empty and were told by,
metwoangelsthathehsdnsenﬁumthedsa&.

The sunrise services are only one of many
traditions associated with the holiday that are
symbolic reminders of what occurred more than
2,000 years ago to bring freedom to mankind.

The bunnies, lambs and eggs are all fun for
kids $o enjoy, but they have a deeper meaning
behind them.

The chocolate-shaped lambs and maybe a
white chocolate cross in the Kids’ Easter baskets
are reminders that Jesus was crucified on the
cross for everyone’s sin and offenses against
God. His sacrificial death provides a way for
mankind to be forgiven and have newness of life
on earth as well as into eternity.

‘The lamb is also a tie to Jesus who was called
“the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world” by John the Baptist before Jesus began
his ministry.

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit
descended upon Jesus like a dove. For the next
three years, Jesus went on to perform many rir-
acles such as healing the sick, feeding thousands
with a few loaves of bread and fishes and calm-
ing T;:wrm by speaking to

'I'heyalsosymbolizenmessofhfeﬂmtm
occur spiritually as well as naturally.

Spring, when Easter is celebrated, is a natu-
ral rebirth, a reminder of the spiritual one.
Trees are budding and crocuses and daffodils
are blooming. Animals that were in a winter
survival mode begin mating. Migrating birds
return from the south to build nests and begina
new cycle of life.

‘While nature is putting on its spring show,
families perform one of their own by getting all
decked out in new outfits for the holiday.

Boys are attired in suits with paste] bow ties,
and girls wear floral or pastel dresses adorned
with ribbons and lace. The outfits are a way to
announce the new season.

The bunnies that pop up everywhere area
symbol of abundant new life, a promise that
Jesus gives in John 10:10.

It says: “The thief does not come except to
steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come
that they may have life, and that they may have
it more abundantly.”

The Easter lities that adorn church altars and
family homes symbolize the purity of Jesus who
knew no sin. Their trumpet shape is considered
a reference to when the seventh trumpet sound
is heard in heaven establishing the millennial
kingdom of

Itisas reeorded in Revelation 11:15: “The
kingdoms of this world are become the king-
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall
reign for ever and ever.”

When families settle down to their Easter din-
ner, candles on the dining table are lit to reflect
Jesus being “the light of the world” as recorded
in John 8:12.

Easter is a time of assurance and hope —
assurance that God cares for mankind and hope
that no matter what, his presence is with those
who trust in him. Because he lives, Christians
have hope and believe in everlasting life.

Tt is a time of joy and expectation. May it be
s0 in your household. Happy Easter.

Retiring custodian piled up goodwill-;

he Mirror has been blessed —
how’s that for an appropriate
verb today? — with wor

. labout putting out
t edition every sin-

any other paper knows that in the
this industry,

things have a tendency

has been.
vinainl mn?:wd‘:
since arriy m.on ys
i graduation from

removed from his
Altoona Area High School
‘Where

L
those 45 years have gone,
Larry’s not sure. None of us are.
What we are sure of, and share, is
the admiration for someone who did
the dirty work and conducted his busi-
ness efficiently with a smile and a kind:

‘Taking the Jead of the late Frark
Polito, many would stand when
saw Larry and dump their own trash

nderful

Mimor photo by Gary M. Baranec
" Lnrry Bradﬂ;eld1 retiring after

45 yedars at the Mirror, hugs
coworker Becky Felton.

This weekend marks the first
rest of Larry Bradfield’s life.

He's looking forward to enjoying his
family, dnlngsm:eﬂshmgnndwatch
ing the Pirates.

“ guess my wnl‘e ‘wants to spend
more time with me,” he said with his
usual smile, “because she got a fish-
ing license, too.”

Notable ..
lHemshoplngywmstmdigest
ing our annual
mm, hllshed'h\esd.ay Itfestums%
pages and focused on what many of

our region’s busmesﬂvou]ﬂ resem-

ble 10 years from now. Some of you

today
launches a new monthly series, “Hif"
the Road with Cherle chks," aimed
at one-tank gmmys The first one
showcases Blair County attractions. -
B fyou'rea daﬂy suhscdber
you're entitled to a free all-access edi-
tion of the Mirror. Nearlysomh&ve
e

Upper
Toom.  mirror.com and wa]k!hmughfhe

instructions. When you're traveling,
or if you want to exteng the service to
A ervieman, oo a bty oo e
a it’s a pretty cool

W Condolences to loved ones of com-

program were 3
W Enjoy your Easter and Passover
hollday

irror Managing Editor Neil Rudel con.
bcmchadaxmﬁﬂornrudd@am
mirror.com.

Why do the majority of the Altoona
area FM radio stations conﬂnuemtrym
senior citizens?

©oing on in our culture
boredom. Why doesn't the Alf

‘The AM stations are nm.hlng but plme
get something that everyone wnms m
"This s 2015, where more than 70 per
who patronize the

T Ty
Election letter
deadline May 1

Letters concerning the
May 19 primary election or
candidates running in the
election must be received in
the Mirror's newsroom by 4

torture cent of the

Don't they know that we aren't even Altnouastoprgpmoverw Compared to
listening? Seniors like myself have our  gther cities our size where radio is con-
ﬂdlosmhmed to WKMC-AM 1370 Roaring %:reed, Altoona is still t}h:e the dark ages.

15 no regard for the people who

ﬂmw&owwmeﬂm mmm;;mecnyauvelamamonx
B power e the daytime, t’ﬁer'mmd an dw more fmﬁ iors who have a-
are below Roaring Spring, and the I bought it at Gable's Department Store

ou insomniacs can
tion 92.7 WJSM-FM Martinsburg.

/Altoona,
‘Their music is the of music that
— soft and

should be played at ny
300
It is nothing like the music that

today, w] don’t make sense and
sound iikea
Herewegu.buckw.lohnsmwnwhcn

there is a full power FM station that
plays the oldies (songs of the 50s, 608 and
708 — my generation) which those of you
readers who are old enough to rememt
was much less hectic than today’s music
and nowhere near as explosive, with
rapes, murders and everything evil

back when Altoona had a downtown. We
had an excellent choice of radio stations:
WFBG-FM: beautiful musc in stereo;

‘WVAM-FM: music of Italy and John
Koza's Polka on Sunday
AMhadlugmts,too WRTA,theBig

290 WFBG and WVAM all played “good
rock“ of that era.

Now to get any of the good music of a
wonderful bygone era, I have to tune to
740 AM WPFM from Windsor, Ontario,
which advertises itself at covermg alt of
Canada and 28 states in the USA.

Indulng,]womdukemsaytomyme
out there reading this, radio is not dead.

You need & good quality radio and a

ber strong recejver and search for good

music on AM and FM.
Joseph M. Manglacarne
Altoona

p.m. Friday, May 1.

To be considered for publi
cation, election-related let-
ters cannot exceed 150
words and must include the
author's name, complete
home mailing address and
home and daytime tele-
phone numbers for verifica-
tlon pumoses.

Only one letter conceming
the election will be accepted
from the same individual in
each election cycle.

The Mirror reserves the
right to edit or reject any let-
ter. Letters can be submit-
ted online at vnr.altoona
mirror.com; mailed to
Aftoona Mirror ietters, P.O.
Box 2008, Attoona, PA
16603; emailed to opinion®
altoonamirror.com; faxed to
946-7540; or dropped off in
person from 9 a.m. to 4

p.m, Monday through Friday.
~——

SUNDAY VIEWPOINTS

The question: ] what is your favortte part of Easter Sunday?

Janis Helsel ta Dick Mark Yockley .
Wells Tannery ansville Patton They'll be over .500 but miss
Attending church —the Partaking of traditional e piayoffs.
te foods from a Byzantine A dropoff and a sub-.500 mark.
s, Catholic Easter basket. This is the year: They're going

the World Series.
1 really don’t care.

Web poll t's 2 day to spend in prayer and in devotion of Jesus Christ — 211 of 450 (47 percent); Easter dinner with the family.

Yo Altoonafirror.caw
results:  — 152(34 percent); It's a sign that spring is finally here — 68 (15 percent); That's easy: the candy — 19 (4 percent) -~

,
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RANDYLL: ‘| was first voice at Froggy’

(Continued from Page Al)

He said over the years he
had opportunities to leave
Altoona — he was once
offered a job to broadcast
Helena Brewers games —
but spent his entire radio
career in Altoona.

“After buying my parents’
house, I wanted to raise my
children in Altoona, give
them the same upbringing I
had. I am an Eldorado boy.
Altoona is a good town, a
good city,” Randyll said.

He started his career at
WFBG-FM in 1981 at the age
of 19 and spent most of his
36-year career at stations
under the Forever umbrella.

“I was the first voice at
Froggy, they called me Jack
Jumper,” Randyll said.

He said he most enjoyed
hosting the “Top 9at 9,” on
WFBG-AM, the highest-
rated hour in Blair County
radio at the time.

“Kids would call in and
vote for songs, it was incred-
ible the amount of attention
I got from that. This was my
big deal,” Randyll said.

Randyll had the opportu-
nity to work with many of
the big names in local radio
— Dick DiAndrea, Roger
Corey, Charlie Weston,
Steve Kelsey, Sean McKay
— and others during his
career.

“I couldn’t believe I was
working with them, they
were teaching me how to do
radio,” Randyll said.

One of Randyll’s role mod-
els, DiAndrea recalled work-
ing with the announcer.

“He could do any kind of
show, any kind of music. He
was one of the nicest guys in
the world, he couldn’t say
no to anyone for anything,”
DiAndrea said. “He always
called me Mr. DiAndrea. He
said I was his hero and he
wanted to be like me. I tried
to discourage that. He took
my advice and didn’t turn

out like me.”

McKay also remembers
working with Randyll.

“He was a good kid, a
good worker and gained
quite a popular fan base
when he did the six to mid-
night and of course the Top
9at9,” McKay said. “I have
nothing but pleasant memo-
ries of working with him.”

Randyll said the highlight
of his career was when he
won a Mercury Records
song writing contest and got
to meet his favorite band
“KiSS.” )

“I met Gene (Simmons)
and Paul (Stanley); it was
really cool,” Randyll said.

Randyll said he was lucky
to meet many other big
names during his radio
career.

“T also got to meet and
know Ted Nugent, Ozzy
Osborne, Metallica and Jon
Bon Jovi. I made a lot of
friends in the rock industry.
I stay in touch with Ted; he
is as good dude,” Randyll
said.

Randyll said he was
always intrigued by radio.

“With radio, you can be
anywhere at anytime with
anybody. You can tune in
while cutting the grass if
you have a headset, while
taking a shower, making
dinner or in the car. It is
very intimate, that was
what always intrigued me,
Randyll said.

Randyll admits local
radio is not the same as it
was years ago.

“It has lost a lot of its lus-
ter. It used to be very per-
sonal. There were just a
handful of us left; we don’t
do the job the way we used
to do the job. Most of the
time we are pre-taped. You
used to do your show prep
and answer the phones to
talk to your listeners. They
became like family and
friends; that has been

”

Coroner: Crash victims
believed to be local men

The" Associated Press

ERIE — A coroner says he
believes he knows the iden-

tities of the three people
1rillad urhon +hair onart 114113

the victims had identifica-

tion, and descriptions of

their clothing will be used to
confirm their identities.

T'via nnlira ava onnlrinag

(The Randyll
file

Name: Jay Randyll aka
Randy Ketner

Age: 55

Education: 1980 graduate
of Altoona Area High School,
1982 graduate of Altoona
School of Commerce

Posltion: Retired from
Forever Media

Family: Daughters:
Samantha Heise, Reston,
Va., and Madeline Ketner,
Alexandria, Va.; son: James,
a student at Penn State
Altoona; dog: Willie.

Quote: “I've always tried to
respect the listeners, that is
why | lasted so long. They
know | am legit, they know !
am real. When Isay some-
thing on the air, it is from
the heart.”

impacted because of tech-
nology and computers,”
Randyll said.

He started thinking about
retiring a couple of years go
when Forever decided not
to carry Bishop Guilfoyle
Catholic High School foot-
ball games, right after the
team won the Class A state
championship.

“They didn’t feel it was
important enough. That is
when I started thinking
about the job. Do I want to
do this the rest of my life?
The beauty of local radio is
it should be local, you
shouldn’t have a guy on a
satellite talking to you in
the afternoon,” Randyll
said.

The recent deaths of sev-
eral of his former co-work-
ers — Steve Kelsey and
Charlie Weston among
them — also played a role
in his decision.

“They were all people I

Open

- J

N\ loved working with, they

are gone. I didn’t want to do
it that way. I wanted to go
out on my own terms,”
Randyll said.

Randyll will leave
Wednesday for his new
home in Myrtle Beach, S.C.
ge is not sure what he will

0.

“T always wanted to be a
bartender. Maybe I will
take a bartending class.
Maybe I will start a small
business. I have a dear
friend down there who
owns a Yum Yum Shop. I
may scoop ice cream for a
while. I will see where the
Good Lord takes me,”
Randyll said.

Randyll hopes he will be
remembered favorably. -

“I hope they remember
me as somebody that could
put a smile on their face if

. they are having a rough

day. I was real; a lot of peo-
ple put on fronts. People
knew when they heard me
that was who I was: I am
just an Altoona kid that got
to do what I loved and peo-
ple got that,” Randyll said.
“I know how much peo-
ple loved him and respected
him when he was on the
air,” said DJ, morning host
on Q94 and former co-work-
er with Randyll at Forever.
Randyll said he does not
plan to get back into radio.
“Some fellow broadcast-
ers have told me they are
taking bets on how long it
will be before I put headsets
on in Myrtle Beach. I am
telling them that I am
done,” Randyll said. “Jay
Randyll is on a longtime
hiatus. Randy Ketner will
see where the Good Lord

takes him. My faith is very -

strong. ... God has been in
the middle of this. God has
got it. I just have to pay
attention, it will work.”

Mirror Staff Writer Walt
Frank is at 946-7467.

b e 44 BN o
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IN STOCK
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